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Smoke billows and the ground shakes as the 3rd Battalion, 6th Field Artillery performs the first ever KFOR live-fire exercise from Radar Hill, Camp
Bondsteel. Two M198 Howitzer guns fired off (11) M804 * Smurf' rounds, apiece, at a 1KM target area during this exercise.

Shot out...

‘King of Battle' putssted on target duringfiremission

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL—
Itwasthe culmination of months
of patienceandtraining, asthe
3rd Battaion, 6th Field Artillery
took to Radar Hill for their first
livefireexercisein Kosovo.

It wasjust onemore
crowning achievement for the
“King of Batle”

Heartswere pounding and
adrenalinewas pumping astwo
wordsblared fromthesmall
radio spesker. “Firemission” set
thewheelsinmotion asthe
pumped up ‘ Redlegs' from (Fort
Drum, N.Y.’s) 3-6 performed
thelr jobswith speed and
accuracy.

Theactud timethat
elapsed fromwhen Fire Direc-
tion Control (FDC) said those
two wordsuntil theround was
sailing through theair wasmere
seconds. The sound of the
gunpowder detonation was
deafening, and theground shook
fromit, but theheightened feding

of excitement was quite conta-
giousasthegun crew and
observerswatched the shell
disappear over the horizon.
Theacrid aromaof burnt
gunpowder remained dightly
longer than thethunderous
sound that permeated theair.
Thewholedffair hada
senseof occasion, asit well
should have. Staff Sgt. Justin
Barkley, anmunitions sergeant,
3-6FiedArtillery, was present
toshareinthethrill of the

“We rethefirst onestofire
from Radar Hill,” Barclay
proudly proclaimed. “It'slike
goinginto the history books, as
being thefirst ones.”

The 3-6 has performed
many other tasksduringits
deployment here, such asguard
duty and dry-firemissions, but
nonemoreexciting tothemthan
thisone.

Asfar asgetting thetroops
fired upfor theexercise, Barkley
had to say just onething.

“"We reshootinglive

ammunition’ it'sall it takes”
accordingto Barkley. “Doing
dry-fireisnot too redlistic, but
duringlivefirethey getall
hyped up.” ]

And hyped upisexactly
what these soldierswere, as
they got the order tofire,
|oaded theammunition, and
released their round. They
moved quickly and efficiently,
likeawell-oiled machine.

Ital soundskind of
dangerousto the peopleonthe
receiving end, but do not be
frightened by theterm ‘live-
fire'. Theonly thinglive about
thiskind of roundisthenoiseit
makeswhenitleavesthetube.
1st Lt. Peter Gray, 3-6 FA
Executive Officer, explained

“Thesearenot high-
explosive (HE) rounds” said
Gray. “They' rewhat wecall
Smurf rounds (M804). When
itimpactsand thefusefunc-
tions, smoke popsout of the4
ventson theround. Soit does
not actually explode.”

Smply stated, theonly
way you could get hurt by one
of these* Smurfs istoget hitin
the head with one.

Thisisgood newsfor
thosethat live near theimpact
area, especially since, accord-
ingto Gray, itislessthana
Kilometer from the nearest
town.

Youwould never know,
however, fromwatching these
soldiers, that theammunition
wasdummy rounds, instead of
high explosives. Thefervor and
proficiency that were demon-
strated during thefiremission
wereasreal astheM 198
Howitzer gunsthat they were
shot from.

Thisisahuge contrast
fromthered ‘live-fire rounds,
which haveakill radiusof
about 50 meters.

Duringanormd livefire,
onaregular range, thehigh
explosivesareused. But,
because of thehousesinthe
(Pleasesee ARTILLERY,
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Duty, Honor, Country: the meaning behind the words

| am going to
talk about the
words that are on
the rings that those
of uswho attended
West Point proudly
wear. Thisinfamy
of Duty, Honor,
Country, what does
that mean? What
should they mean to
you?

Duty. Webster
definesduty as
conduct due to
parents and superi-
ors. Asl look at
why | went to West
Point, it was because of the look of pridethat |
saw on my parents’ faces. That iswhy | went
there and the reason why | stayed there, and
believe me those were along, hard four years. |
stayed there out of afear of disappointing my
parents. And | suspect that iswhat motivated a
lot of us. So you look at thisword duty, and it
says conduct due to parents. That hits home with
me. And for me personally, that is what motivates
me. Itisafear of disappointment. That’s what
motivates meto thisday, it ismy fear that |
won'’t be worthy to be asoldier with all of you.
That somehow, something that I’ [l do, will not
meet your level of expectation. And | will tell you
that the men and women of this TF that | proudly

Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber

serve with today, you exceed my expectations
every day.

The only difference between any of you and
meisthat | have been around a couple of more
days. | have had some different experiences. But
every day you use your instincts and you’ ve got
to trust them. So when your instinctstell youit's
not right, it’snot right. And peer pressure,
you’ve got to cast aside. Being popular isnot a
|eadership requirement. When you are privileged
to command, itisalonely place. So with that
responsibility, thejoy of being in charge, being
entrusted with the lives of the sons and daughters
of America, that istruly aprivilege. However,
the burden can crush you. If you are focused on
making popular decisions and being popular
amongst your soldiers, then you are focused on
thewrong thing. Because your soldierswill know
you, and that iswhy they will follow you. They
will follow you out of a sense of mutual respect
and love. They will follow you to the death if you
areworthy of it.

Honor. Thisisdefined asreputation. So as
you talk about what you do asasoldier, asa
leader and why you do it. In my mind, thereis
only one person you need to satisfy every morn-
ing. That’sthe person you see every morning in
themirror. If you cannot be true to yourself, if
who you portray yourself to beis not who you
arein your heart, why then on deploymentslike
this, it will show. People will know. People will
see that you don’t act the same way you talk,
that you have a different set of standardsfor

different people. And ultimately all we haveisour
honor, our reputation. And the more senior you
become, that is how you will be selected for
critical duty, Honor and Reputation. Once you
lose that, you don’t have anything | eft.

Country. Thisisdefined ascitizenship. This
iswhat makes us who we are. Isthat why we
willingly sacrifice everything? Isthat why we are
here? No! Country to me, isaconcept that |
have devoted my adult life to, protecting the
families of the world, at the expense of my own. |
don’t think of country astrying to import the
United States of Americaany particular place.
Kosovo, shouldn’t become like the United States
of America. | think the concepts of democracy,
free trade, the freedom of movement, the free-
dom of choice, and free elections; those are the
concepts, which we are graced to have in our
country. The concepts of ademocracy gather
their strength from diversity, from tolerance of
other people. We are awalking representation of
the United States of America. We are ambassa-
dors of the United States. People shape their
opinions of the United States of Americabased
on their interaction with us.

Do your duty, what the Army asks you to
do. Do it with honor and maintain the reputation
of yourself and the unit that you proudly serve
with. Dot for country, so that other nations can
enjoy the freedoms that we do.

Climb to Glory...To the Top!

Teamwork: our key to successful mission accomplishment

Someone once
wrote“Nomanis
anisland.” Thatis
truein our Army,
where teamwork is
amust to mission
accomplishment. It
does not matter
what branch of
service, or military
background, all
membersplay a
rolein the success
of the organization.
The Preambl e of
the Constitution
starts off with ‘We
the people’ meaning
awhole; aunit comestogether with a purpose of
doing something for the greater good. Even

Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker

though the Army’ s new theme of “ An Army of
One” , may be misleading to some, to otherslike
meitisanindication that as“ One” weare
together. But are we on the same team? When |
was younger and played athleticsin high school,
our football team’ s motto before and after
games, inwins and losses, was alinethat | often
think about today whilel visit with each of you.
Our head coach would always ask uswhat’ s our
strength...our reply was always“ Oneness” . To
us those words didn’t come cheap. We paid the
price, because we were willing to, before prac-
tice, during practice and after practice and on
game nights. Even though a slogan didn’t make
us better as athletes, we were better as ateam,
because we were united and we wereone.
What' s your unit’s strength? Isit “ Oneness?”
not, are you doing your part? Also, what Army
value are you reinforcing as you conduct your
day-to-day business? Does it say ‘emulate me,

f

for thisisthe right way to do business.’? Areyou
reaching out to those who need your help both
professionally and personally?

Remember we are “ An Army of One” and
remember that strength liesin numbers.

We still have some time to go before we
can say ‘end of mission.” Stay in your lane, and
focus on your piece of the puzzle. Don’t worry
about things you can’t control. It would only add
to the madness. Do what you know is the right
thing, despite what every one else thinks. Shape
the battlefield by setting the conditionsand in
leaving Kosovo better than it was. Continue to
lead the way in safety, discipline and military
courtesy.

Until next time....

Climb To Glory...to the Top!

located in Building 1320, Camp Bondstee!.

Submissions or story ideas related to the TFF mission are encouraged and should be directed to the editor
at 781-5200; or by mail at HQ Task Force Falcon PAO, Attn: Editor, Camp Bondsteel APO AE 09340 or e-
mail at taylor.barbaree@bondsteel 2.areur.army.mil. Printed Circul ation: 4,000.

About the Falcon Flier...
The Falcon Flier newspaper is an official publication of Task Force Falcon and is used for the intent
purpose of providing command information to servicemembers serving in the TFF area of operation. The
Falcon Flier is produced by the 131st MPAD (AlabamaArmy National Guard), TFF PAO.
Contents of the Falcon Flier newspaper are not necessarily official views, nor endorsed by the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense, Department of the Army or the 10th Mountain Division.
The Falcon Flier newspaper is published bimonthly, using offset press by the TFF Public Affairs office
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Sol di er

Spc. Richard Sancho,
PSS Clerk

10th SSB

(Camp Bondsteel)

“Taking clothesand toysto
theschool wevisitin Ferizaj/
Urosevac.”

Spc. Mike Phillips,

RTO

1st Battalion, 30th Inf. Regt.
(Camp Monteith)

“I"ve been lucky enough to
makeit two monthswithout

being hit by bird poop!”

Sgt. EricNolls,

Infantryman

B Co., 2nd Battalion, 14th Inf. Regt.
TF1-30

(Camp Monteith)

“Being downtown. The peoplereally
treated uswell, and | appreciated
that. They know we're away from
home.”

i
— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

on the Street

What is your best memory of Kosovo?

Pfc. Migeul SantaCruz,
Infantryman

Co. B, 1st Battalion, 32nd Inf. Regt.
TF 1-32 Infantry “Chosin”

(Camp Magrath)

“The kids. They were awesome.”

Sgt. LashondaBlue,
Medical Logistician

TFMF (226th Medica Bn.)
(Camp Bondsteel)

“1 just arrived here from Germany and
so far | have enjoyed the weather.”

Cpl. Jose Flores,

Supply Clerk

HHC, 1st Battalion, 30th Inf. Regt.
TF1-30

(Camp Monteith)

“My favoritememory ismeetingMarigh

Helping Kosovo’s kids

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Since| have beenin Kosovo, I've had the
opportunity to go to many towns and schools, and
see how KFOR mingles and interactswith the local
population. Although most of my travelshave been
with the different companies of 1st Battalion, 30th
Infantry Regiment (TF 1-30), I'm sureitisthe same
throughout MNB-E. The soldiers have cometo
form aclose connection with the children in each of
their operating sectors.

On many occasions, I’ ve seen the children call
soldiers by their names and warmly greet them on
the street in passing. The soldiers have been
touched, as| have been, by the children and their
lack of themany thingsthat we, as Americans, take
for granted.

Oneday just before Christmas, | visited a
school on anearby mountain, inthevillage of
Mucibaba, whichisin Alpha, 1-30' s sector. The
children werea| huddled together around asingle
textbook, not only because they lack in the areaof
school supplies, but to stay warm. The small chil-
dreninthistiny mountain village, and their desireto
learn, touched me. At that moment, | decided | had
to do something to help.

| arrived back at Camp Monteith, but was not
ableto stop thinking of the cold, shivering children. |
called homethat evening to have my mother go
through my closet and my younger sister’ s closet
and gather up some thingsto send to the children
and the teacher

Shortly afterwards, | met Cpl. Jason Hamm,
who wasin the process of collecting coloring books
and crayonsfor the smaller children of Kosovo. He
wanted to give something that would spark their
imagination, and he knew crayonswould be agreat
way to go. Being the artistic personthat | am, |
decided to help him out.

So, | wrote aletter home asking for small
donations of school suppliesand items of clothing,
like gloves and such, to help the kids through the
winters. Shortly after | e-mailed the letter, | received
word from several different churches and organiza-
tionsthat they wanted to help aswell.

Tothisdate, | have received, hopefully thelast
of the boxes of donations, which ended up totaling
more than 50 boxes from 13 different organizations
andindividuals. Thetask in dividing everything up
and ensuring it was properly given out was quite a
job! I was overwhelmed by the generosity of the
people back home. | not only received donations
from people | knew, but | had boxesfrom peopleall
over the States sent to me.

| haverealized that most people my age, or any
agefor that matter, may never have the chanceto
seewhat true poverty is, and what it lookslike.
Though | am hereworking and doing my job, itis
hardtofeel like | am benefiting thelocal population,
because I’ m not out doing patrols and whatnot. But
now that I’ ve provided some children, and their
family members, with afew essentials, though they
are only aminute percentage of the population, |
feel asif I'vedonewhat | could to help.

Our overall mission herein Kosovoisto
provide asafe and secure environment, but another
isto help improve upon the existing educational
system here. If we can start helping out the children,
the future of the province, we can eventually makeit
abetter place. Theonly problemisthat the small
children have to buy their own books and other
school supplies. KFOR soldiersare out in these
small villagesand far away townsfor hoursaday
hel ping teach these children, most in their spare
time.

They areteaching them avariety of subjects,
but most importantly English. Weall feel compelled
to hel p the people any way we can, because they
are so grateful of the many thingswe take for
granted at home. | doubt that many of the soldiers
will go homefeeling likethey have not had ahand in
bettering this province.
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Virginia Church, TFF civilian, reserviststeam up to help school

administrator, Ali Aliu.

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— TFF
Falcon (G-3) target analyst Jerry
Carter knew he could makeadiffer-
ence by being deployed here. How-
ever Carter, aretired Army First
Sergeant, never guessed that he
would make such apositiveimpact
withbothloca SerbianandAlbanian
school children.

“It sagrest feding toleave here
and know that in someway | have
helped to makeadifference,” Carter
said the day before hisredeployment
hometo Virginiaon March 27th. “ For
thosewho don’t think wearemaking

adifferencein Kosovo, takethetimeto
look around at the oneswho are, our
soldiers, young men and women,
sationed herein Kosovo, that are
working with the Kosovo peopleand
their children onapersona level.”

Although Carter’ sinvolvement with
Albanian and Serbian school children
wasindirect, hetakesgreat prideinthe
assistance hereceived from hisChurch
inVirginia

“1 owealot tomy wifefor spear-
heading this project and appreciate what
our Church (Cameron United Methodist
Churchof Alexandria, Va.) hasbeen
abletodo,” Carter said, explainingthe
outpouring of clothesand other items
that were collected by Churchmembers
andsenttohim.

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Sgt. 1st Class (P) Michael Callahan, 416th Engineer Team (second from right), and Capt. Larry McDonald, 131st MPAD commander,
receive thanks from 10-year-old Drita Rexhepi, a student at Osmanmani Regional Elementary School, after the two delivered clothes and
other items, compliments of Cameron United Methodist Church located in Alexandria, Va. Looking on is an Osmanmani School

“After | contacted my wifeabout
the possibility of our churchmembers
sending clothesand other items; |
learned that more than 100 boxes of
itemswere being sent. It wasan over-
whelmingfeding.”

Carter said hethen contacted
Camp Bondsted! unitsto assist inthe
distribution of theitemsto the school
children.

“Civil Affairs, TFFHHC, and the
Task ForceFalcon Public Affairs Office
really camethroughfor ushere,” Carter
said. “ EveryoneinVirginiaappreciates
thesemen and womenin uniformthat
had ahand in dealing with these children
directly.

“I amtouched deeply with
everyone swillingnessto help out. | till

don’t know how to thank everyone
for what they have done. However,
the HHC Commander (Capt.

Michael Moricas) told merecently
that hissoldierslook forwardto
Tuesdays, becausethat’ sthe day they
visittheschool. | thenrealized that for
the oneswho are handing out the
clothesand providing other helpwhile
they are out thereworking withthe
children, those smilingfacesaredl the
thanksthey want,” hesaid.

Asidefrom delivering boxesto
Ramadan Rexhepi Primary School
located in Sojevo (K osovo) during
theearly monthsof Rotation 3B with
assistancefrom TFF HHC, on March
19th soldiersfrom ASG (P) Falcon's
DPW office (416th Facility Engineer
Team, U.S. Army Reserve) and TFF
PAO (131st MPAD, AlabamaArmy
Nationa Guard) delivered thelast of
theitemsfrom Virginiato Osmanmani
Regiond Elementary School in
Koshtanjeve (Kosovo).

“Thisisagreat experiencefor
our soldiers,” noted 131st MPAD
Commander, Capt. Larry McDonald.
“WeappreciateMr. Carter alowing
ustobeapart of thismission.”

Sgt. 1st Class(P) Michael
Callahan, DPW Contractor for ASG
(P) Falcon and 416th Engineer Team
member, said the63-miletripfrom
Camp Bondstee! to the seven-room
schoolhouse located atop the moun-
tain of LamaEspahinjeve (some
5,000 feet in dlevation) afforded him
the opportunity tovisit with the school
children onefind timebeforehisunit's
scheduled redepl oyment back to Fort
Worth, Texas.

“My unit hasvisted withand
hashad an on-going missonwith this
school sincethe beginning of our
deployment here,” hesaid. “Soit'sa
great feeling to know that someone or
another unitisworking with these
school children. Looking at these
children’ samilingfaces, youredlize
that iswhat makesyou glad that you
helpedin someway.”

TF 1-30 takes school program to new heights

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Acoesstowondeful publicschods
withaplethoraof dasses booksand supplies
issomethingmany Americanstakefor
granted, but Task Force 1 Battelion, 3oth
Infantry Regiment, fromFort Benning, Ga
hesrecognizedtheneedsof theschoolsin
their sector of Multi-Nationdl BrigedeEast
andhessteppedintohdp.

Knowingthet aneducationisonething
noonecantakeaway, membersof TF1-30
areenuippingthechildrenwithintheir sector
withthebes cknowledgeto beginasucoess:
ful journey toahigher education, aswdl as
providingbrandnew school suppliesforthe
childrenaswell astheteachers Many
ldesarevauntezringtogointothe
dassoomstoteechdassesinadditiontotheir
regular duties

Task Force1-30 showeditsapprecia-
tionfortheadminisirators andteechers hard
work anddedicetionwithaframed certificate
thetwaspresented toeech schoo withinits

sector on Teacher AppreciationDay.
“Theideacf aschool programwasin
placebeforewearivedincountry, however,
beingthet our commender isaformer English
professor fromtheUnited SatesMilitary
Academy a West Point, hewantedtoplace
anevengregter emphassontheschoolsthan
hedever beendonebefore” explained Firgt
Lt Jeremy Bowling, theexecutivedfficer for
HHC 1-30, aswell astheeducetion coordi-
netor fortheir SchoolsAssgance Program.
“Hislogicwasthetamgority of the
locdl leederswereformer school teechers,
andlor adminisirators If they couldgetthe
messageout of peceand &hility inthe
scthodls itwouldreechtenfoldtheactud
number of peoplewewereteschinginthe
dasyooms” sadBowling.
“Thechildrengohomeandtell their
parents whointumtdl their friends andthe
adminigrators whoeveriudly assume
leedershiproles will dreedy haveastrong
beaseof trugt builtwith K FOR fromprevious
involvemertintheschodls”
“Also, if weasdg thechildrenin

leamingtogesk
Endlish then
eventudly theSarbs
andAlbenians
woudhavea
commonlanguege
whichcoudthenbe
usadtocommuni-
catebetweenthe
twogroups”
Bowlingsad

The
gponsorshipportion
of theprogranwas
Bowling' sides and
washasedonthe
premisethetif they
coudhdpprovide
omeof thematerid
neadsforthe
teachersand
Sudents thenit
woudeneblethem
toteechmoredassestomorestudents It
woulddsogiveKFOR soldiersexpoaureto

Spc. Molly Jones/photo
First Lt. Nol Chine, a platoon leader for Alpha Company 1-30,
presents the principal at one of Alpha Co.'s schools with a Teacher
Appreciation Certificate.

agrester number of Sudentsinthedassoom,
(Please see TEACHERS, page 15)
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Engmeersmakerepalrsto ethnically diverseschool

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

PONESH/PONES,
Kosovo— Shortly after a
visit to the ethnically diverse
Zenel Hajdin/Sveti Sava
Elementary School by Task
Force Falcon Commander
Brig. Gen. Keith Huber,
construction work began to
make repairs on the building,
as he had promised.

“You aretherole
modelsfor therest of
Kosovo, because you have
put aside your violent history
for the welfare of the chil-
dren,” Huber said to the
teachersduring hisvisit to
the school in February.

During thisvisit, the
promises that TFF would
assist in the repairs of the
school building were ful-
filled. To keep these prom-
ises, Charlie Company 27th
Engineer Battalion (Air-
borne) was tasked with this
large project.

“Theroof had several
leaksinit,” said Staff Sgt.
Kevin Rast, part of the crew
from C Co. working at the
school.

“A few years ago they
weretrying to build anew
school, but couldn’t agree
on the specifications for the
school,” Rast continued to
explain.

Once the Combat
Engineers were tasked with
the project, the schedule
was set and they had 10
days to complete the new
roof from start to finish.
During the period of time
that the building was under
construction, the classes
were held in six GP-medium
tentsjust outside of the
school.

Y . \

Soldiersfrom Alpha
Co., Task Force 2nd Battal-
ion, 14th Infantry Regiment,
at the hard site 100 meters away

from the school, kept watch over

Spc. Molly Jones/photo

Spc. Joshua Thomas, of C Co., 27th Eng., attaches mesh material to the underside of the roof to keep out the
birds and help keep the air circulating through all year long.

yi
Y

N

the construction proceeded.

“We've had several
local civilians, from both
ethnicities, helpin thetake
down of the old roof, but in
the process the ceiling began
to fall down. So our next
project will beto repair the
ceiling and do some el ectri-
cal work before we leave,”
said Rast.

“In the past week,
we've constructed 23 of the
trusses,” explained Rast.
“They were pretty big, sowe
had to use aforklift to get
themup.”

“Thisisavery big
project for us,” said Rast.

There were some diffi-
cultiesin the beginning due
torain, which soldiers had
not seen in quite sometime,
but the weather cleared up
after a couple days and
proved to be nice and warm.
Thisimprovement in the
weather helped speed the
process up for the engineers
and put them alittle ahead of
schedule.

“We have done several
projects around Kosovo to
improvetheir quality of life,
and we have several more
lined up to do before we
redeploy,” Rast explained.
The soldiers enjoy doing
work for agreater good, and
knowing that what they are
doing will make adifference
inthelives of the children.

“The experience has
been great. The people love
that we're doing this. We've
had the Serbian and Albanian
mayors come up to visit
several times, along with
students, parents, and the
teachers. They areall very
glad we're out here,” said
Rast.

The project came off a
success, and the school and
community asawhole should
be looked upon by all of
Kosovo as an example of
tolerance. As Huber said to
themin hisvisit, “ ademo-
cratic society gainsits

thechildrento ensuretheir safety as  strength fromitsdiversity.”

by Spc. Rodas Rony
TFFJVC
Camp AbleSentry

Dutyistheadionaf fuffillingour
obligdionsat any giventimeor stuetionandis
thecoreof everythingour Army isand does
TheU.S Army isoneof thegrestest organi-
zetionsintheworld. ThesevenArmy vaues
Respect, Honor, SdflessSaviog, Loyalty,
Duty, Integrity and Persondl Courage, arenct
justvalues butguiddinesthet every soldierin
theU.S Army shouldliveby. Inorder tolive
by thesevaueswehavetobeabletohave
therightframeof mind.

| remember thefirst day whenll

Beingdutiful intheU.S. Army isfulfilling our obligations

becamepart of our greet military; Othenthen
rasngmy hand, whichmeartalattome |
didn'tknow muchabout theobligetionsof
beingasoldierand | wasalittlebit confused. |
didn’tknow whet thedaysor yearsaheed
weregaingtobring. Soontherester, |
redizedthet theorganizationthat | wasinwas
away-of-life itwasbecoming part of whol
was itchengedmy mindinevary snge
agpect. | wasdiscoveringwhet beingasoldier
wasabout. Duty wasoneof thearmy values
thet hdped meredlizethet my country andits
dtizens thewell beingof my fdlow sdldiers
thefreedomthat weenjoy day by

ey,
depended onhowwell | would peformmy
daly duiesssasoldier.

Teamwork canaccomplishalot of
grestthings Asasoldier my obligationsare
vayimportart. Bengabletosavermy
country ismorethenandhonor, itisavery
stifyingandsaif fulfilling obligetion, thet
meakesevery day thet goesby agreet day,
regardessof westher conditionsor how far
avay fromhomel havetopaformmy
duties Duringmy firgenligmentintheU.S
Army, | hed theopportunity todiscover alot

of new thingsabout mysdf suchashow hard,

butstisfyingitistodigafox holeorhow
importantwastopull guard duty. Performing
my dutiesonthedally besished chengedme
insdeout. | fdtthet | wasshepingmysdf to
thepointwhereDuty wasnolonger aDuty

but ahonor tobeabletodoasl wastoldin
thenameof fresdomand sarvicetomy
netion

Incondusion, outof dl thesavenArmy
Vaues Duty istheonethet | consder the
foundationof my military beering. Nometter
howphysicdly crdlengingormentally
sressful my millitary obligetionscanget et
times | anabletoaccomplishmy missonas
anindividua or ssapart of ateemby having
thetamy vdueengravedinmy mindand
oul. Duty iswhetiskeepingtheUnited
Satesof America, themost powerful netion
intheworldwiththehelpof God, our armed
forcesandour ditizens
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Scouts fire under bright skies provided by Mortar platoon

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

RAMJANE RANGE, Kosovo—
A long week of gunnery for the sol-
diers of the Scout Platoon part of
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, Task Force 1st Battalion,
30th Infantry Regiment, from Fort
Benning, Ga., culminated in anillumi-
nating finale when they performed
their night firing under the bright skies
provided by their adjacent Mortar
Platoon.

The scouts are used to perform-
ing reconnaissance for their counter-
parts behind them. During arecon
mission, which could quite possibly
happen at night, the mortars can
literally turn night into day for them,
when illumination rounds are fired
toward the heavens.

The more stationary artillery units
could do thisjob, but the mortars
have the ability to pick up and move
with the scouts.

“If they ever raninto trouble, a
more realistic mission, would be to
givethem cover fire with High Explo-
sive (H.E.) roundsto help them
withdraw from thelocation,” said
Capt. Matthew Howard, mortar
platoon leader.

“They will usually roll out with
the line companies to support us and
get closer,” explained Staff Sgt.
Branon Ryals, of the Scout Platoon.
“If that isn’t possible we would then
haveto call in the big guns, the artil-

lery.” firing at night in support of the scouts.

Ryals explained that even though
the artillery can provide similar support, the
mortars are much faster, and most of the time,

speed isthe key.
Although both platoons were working to-

Spc. Molly Jones/photo

Spc. Heath Adams, the driver for Capt. Kevin Brown, the commander of HHC, 1-30,
has the opportunity to “ hang” a round, or load the round with the mortar platoon

gether, they had completely different
missions. The scouts had the opportu-
nity to firetheir M2 .50 caliber ma-
chine guns at night with the support of
the mortars. Their targets were
slightly difficult to see, even under an
illuminated sky, but the targets the
mortars had were much more chal-
lenging.

“Our mission heretonight is
primarily what we call ‘floating the
bubbles,’” explained Howard. “What
that means, is that we make sure we
line up our redicalswith the aiming
stakes that we have out there. Drop-
ping around down the tube moves the
redical each time, and being able to
put the rounds down range allows us
to line those back up under practice,”
he continued.

“Thetoughest part for usfiring at
night issimply lining up theredicals
and the aiming stakes. For us, it's
aiming at two chem-lights, hundreds
of meters away, that you havetoline
upinyour redical, in the dark, with
nothing more to help you see than
another chem-light,” said Howard.

“With their help in something like
this, firing illumination rounds, it helps
us see and acquire the target much
faster and kill it,” said Ryals.

Theillumination rounds them-
selves can light up an areathe size of
half agrid square, or 500 meters,
depending on illumination or HE
rounds.

“We (mortars) are mobile and
can move much faster than the artil-
lery. Where ever the scouts go, we
can follow behind them alot quicker.
If they move laterally, we can move
laterally,” said Howard. “ The biggest
thing is speed that we can provide for them.”

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

KOSOV SKA KAMENICA, Kosovo—
“Yeah, |'d say the market is packed today,”
Pfc. Matthew Long said as he drove past the
multi-ethnic market held in the north end of
thistown.

Every Friday around 7 am. local Serb,
Albanian, and Roma vendors set up shop for a
few hours. Two squads of military police from
the 1st Platoon, 66th MP Company (Task
Force 504th MPs from Fort Lewis, Wash.),
stand watch in shifts while the three groups
buy or sell from one another.

But because of the cold, breezy weather
on Friday, Mar. 8, the MPs wondered how
many would shop like they have every Friday
since the market opened in December 2001.

The market isasign that thingsin Kosovo
are changing. Even though Kamenicaisa
relatively calm town, there was someresis-
tance to the market. Eventually it opened and
proved to be a success.

It is, as Staff Sgt. Shawn Walden, a
squad leader in the platoon, said, one of the
few things they’ ve seen change since they
arrived here last November. That doesn’t
mean change hasn’t occurred, the changes that
did happen are now becoming visible, he
added.

Multi-ethnic market symbolic of Kosovo' sroad to recovery

The market hereis agood example of that.
It opened in early December with afew prob-
lems. Eventually it grew from only afew vendors
and customers to alarge crowd of each.

The market is also fostering ethnic coopera-
tion in the outlying communities. From different
sources, Walden has been told that shop owners
of different ethnic groups and towns are talking
to each other about what isand isn’t selling each
week.

“1f we can get them working on acommer-
cial basis, that'sagood start,” said Walden.

The squad patrols through the market asa
confidence builder for the locals. Inside, the
market is abeehive of activity. Stands of every
description and size compete for customers.
Vendors stand next to their wares and talk with
customers, or encourage prospective customers
to look at their products.

Music stands selling folk music, rolling-
restaurantsin the back of vans, produce and
flower stands crowd in amongst cigarette ven-
dors, stands piled with the latest European
fashions, and even furniture vendors are here.

The market was even packed during the
cold months of January and February, according
to Sgt. Josue Perez.

Even though the market is crowded, cars
weave between pedestrians crossing the bridge in
front of Walden.

He hated to point out that people here have
no fear of vehicles.

“They say that they’ ve been through
bombing campaigns, driven from one end of
the province to the other, it sjust a car (to
them),” said Walden.

Long hasn’t seen too many changes either,
but he said this appreciation of being American
has changed because of histime here.

One of thefirst things he noticed this
winter was the housing construction. He saw
that the houses are brick and mortar with no
insulation and wondered how people stayed
warm. Then he saw the outdoor toilets.

“1 don’t know how they do it, and | have
heat all the time and plumbing,” said Long.

Walden noticed more cars leaving the
parking lot next to the market and the crowd
crossing the bridge was bigger. He asked
Perez, over theradio, if the crowd was thin-
ning out.

Perez replied that it was clearing out, and
Walden said they’ d |eave for the Kamenica
Sub-Station afew minutes|ater.

As another successful market day wound
down, Walden feelsthat, in the short timeit's
been open the market is now a part of the
community.

“1t’ s been going on thislong without any
problems. It’s here for thelong haul,” said
Walden.
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Pumped up ...

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Soldiers
posed, pumped and flexed their muscles at
the Southtown gym hereon March 24 as
they competed for thetitle of Mr. And Ms.
Task Force Falcon.

TheMr. & Ms. Task Force Falcon
2002 Body Building Competition pitted
threefemaesand six malesagainst each
other inacontest reminiscent of aMr./Ms.
Universe competition.

Johnny Davis, adirector with MWR
created theevent.

“I amthe Fitness coordinator for
Bondsteel and Body Buildingismy sport. |
competedl over theworld,” hesaid. “Sol
thought | would help train soldersto be-
comeBody buildersif they wereinter-
ested.”

Andinterested they were. The sol-
diers, however, had different degrees of
experiencein bodybuilding, and different
reasonsfor participating.

“| participated in the competition,
because | am abodybuilder and | wanted to
continuedoingwhat | do,” said CW2 Roy
L. Rucker Sr., CW2, ACE/G2, SY SCON
ACEOIC."“| dso havefour competitionsto
competeinwhen | get back to the states, so
thishelpsmeto stay very closeto competi-
tionshape”

“| participated because | thought | had
potentia and | didn’t want to look back
later and say, ‘whet if’ or, ‘| wonder if |
could have,” said Capt. Dion Lyons, HHC
TFF, Deputy Command Judge Advocate
and Chief of Justice.

“I wanted to push myself physically
and mentally for thischallenge, | knew that
thiswould get my body in shape and going
tothe gym would keep my time occupied,”
said Pfc. Natalee Goble, HHC 1-10 Avn.

Regt.

Soldiers compete for Mr. and Mrs. Task Force Falcon
N

Contributed/photo

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Roy Rucker and Pfc. Natalee Goble, Mr. and
Ms. Task Force Falcon, proudly pose with their first place awards.

Asthe competition gpproached, soldiers stood behind the
curtainsonstage, and dealt with the emotions of fear, excite-
ment, confidenceand nervousness.

“| wasextremely nervousbut | knew | had tolook good,”
said Sgt. AnneArcher, Task Force Medical Falcon.

“| felt pretty good,” said Rucker. “| wasn't nervousat al
because | have done competitionsmany timesbefore. It also
felt good just to be ableto help everyone elsewith their first
competition.”

“1 wasnervous, but very excited,” said Lyons. “All the
guysbackstage had grest attitudes, it was unexpectedly posi-

tive. Weweren't competing against each other, but
againgt ourselves. Everybody helped and encour-
aged each other. Therewasno tension or attitudes.
Itwasavery positiveevent.”

Oncethe event began, soldierstook turns
posing and flexing for thejudges, and the packed
crowd, accompanied by their own choice of music.
The contestants al so had to stand on stage and pose
besidetheir fellow competitors.

When the dust cleared, and thejudges had
tallied their votes, prizeswere given out, but every-
onewasawinner.

Winning first placein thefemale category was
Goble, followed by 1% Lt. ChristinaGood, ASG
andArcher.

Rucker won the heavyweight division and was
crowned Mr. Task Force Falcon. 1% Lt. Angel
Estrada, 10" FSB, finished second in the heavy-
weight divison.

Inthe medium weight category, Lyonsfinished
first followed by Sgt. Erin Woodward, 10" Signa
Bn. and Spc. Marlon Jenkins, 10" Sig. Bn.

Thewinner inthelightweight category was
CW2 Robert Smith, 3-6 FA.

When the event was over, the contestants
congratul ated each other on ajob well done.
Several of the soldierssaid they wereglad that they
participated in the event, and that MWR had put it
together.

“MWRisdoing agreat job over here,” said
Lyons. “All work and no play would driveusall
crazy. We need something elseto focuson; prefer-
ably positivedistractionsto keep usfrom burning
out. Fromyour job, to talent/fashion shows, poetry
sets, soldier boards, salsaclasses, personal fitness
training, thegospel jubilee, sportstournamentsand
collegeclasses; therereally issomething for every-
one. Sinceweall haveto be here, why not try to
makethemost of it.

“Being in adepl oyed environment people need
tosetgoals,” said Archer. “ Thisisthe perfect place
to develop your goasof losing weight and gettingin
the best shape of your life.”

Provost Marshal’ soffice hashistorical piecesfor peacekeepers

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Aspeacekesp-
ingeffortscontinueinK osovo, illegd wegponsare
being collected, confiscated and destroyed ona
regular basis. For thepeopleof Kasovo, thismeans
lessvidenceand, hopefully, asteptowardspeacein
thiswar-ravegedregion.

Forthesoldiersof KFOR, however, it
meenssomethingtotally different. It apensthedoor
forthepassibility of tekinghomeapieceof histary,
oneof thesemade-ssfewegpons.

Capt. Kevin Surfass Air DefenseCoordi-
netor, TFFHHC G-3, outlined exactly whet kind of
wegponsareavailableand what needstobedonein
order tosecureoneand haveit shipped back toa
unit

“Wegponsareconfiscated during sserchor
comeinthroughtheAmnesty Program,” sad
Surfess. “Weused to send thewegponstothe
Provost Marshdll, whowodidfilethemandputthem
ingorage Thenabout every two-monthswewould
begivenadestroy dete tekethemuptotheGresk
stor, andmdtthemdowninthishugefumece”

Then, oneday acoupleof yearsago, the
wesgponsweremedeavailablefor unitstobring

back totheUnited Statesashitorical pieces

“Right now wehave290wegponsavailable(onthisprogram)”
added Surfass “Wehavefromheavy andlight mechineguns(suchas
theAK-47), severd vaietiesof handguns, andacoupleshotguns

“All havebeende-milled. Either theboltsarewe ded shut or
thebarrdsarefilledwithleed. It mekesit soyou can'tfirethem.”

Sothewesponsaressfewhenthey aredigtributed, but there
<ill remainsthequestion of paperwork. [t soundsliketheremight bea
latinvolved, but accordingto Surfess thereredly ig't.

“TheProvost Marshd will giveyour S-4(or supply section) a
blank packet. Your S-4will fill it out. Thenacoupledayslater your S4
will comeback totheProvast Marshell and pick upthelast pieceof
paper, whichstatesthat thiswegponisnow de-milled. S-4will thenput
itinthepacket, andgotothe G4 sofficeandturnthepacketin.”

Thetumnaroundtimefor thepeperwork isactudly abouta
week. However, onceeverythingisdonehereit neadstogoto
USAREUR, whereitcouldsitfor upto2years

Accordingto Surfassthough, thePMO ' sofficeisawaystrying
tofindwaystoshortenthelength of timeit takesto get thewegponsout.

And, justwhenyouthought thisded could't get any better,
youget notjust one, but uptothreewesponstotakehomewithyour
unit. A smdler unit, suchasaCompeny or detachment, canget two,
wheressabttalion canscoreuptothree.

Also, aunit cancomeintothePMO officeand choosewhat
kind of wesgponitwants Fortunatdly, theamount of wegponsthet are
avalableisdecreasng, duetothefact thet lessandlessarebeingturned
inor confiscated. Therearedill plenty for everybody, though.

—

that are available for units to take back to the States.

Asfar aswordsof wisdom, Surfassofferedthis

“If aunitwantsto pursuethisprocess they needto
gointhereearly. They will chooseawegpon, anddothe
paperwork (paperwork tekesabout aday).”

Unfortunatdy, for the 3B rotation, thedeedlinefor
requestingawegpon (or 2) ispadt. For theincoming rotations,
however, thereareampleopportunitiesto sscureoneof these
fineartifactsand havethem shipped homefor display inyour
it

Allittekesisalittlepaperwork and alot of petience,
twothingssldiersarevery familiarwith.

Inotherwords hurry upandwait.

- -
Spe. Terry Boggsphoto
Sgt. Tina Haire, SWSS weapons custodian, displays weapons
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The best of the 131st MPAD:

As Rotation 3B beginsto wind down, during this
issue and the April 15th edition of the Falcon Flier
we will be sharing some of our best and most
interesting photos with you that didn’'t appear in
earlier editions. Soecial thanksto unit journalist,
Soc. Bill Putnam for his help with this edition’s
photo center-spread.

Saff Sgt. lan Trower, a squad leader in C Co., 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment (TF 2nd of the 14th
Infantry) uses a spot light to search the inside of a building during a late-night patrol of Dobracani,
Kosovo, on Dec. 14-15, 2001.

,r

o A soldi e 10th Logistical Task Force watches a UH-60 Bla
» Force Dragon take off during Operation Mountain Relief. TF Drag
» together to sling load nearly 40 tons of flour to three isolated moun
during the humanitarian relief operation held Jan. 18-24, 2002.
y
v

e —~Photos by Spc. Bill Putnam/:
e ST, , RSt Alabama Army National-5uarc

LAy

P

Pfc. Thomas Lewis, a M-249 Squad Automatic Weapon gunner, provides cover fire as Sgt. Terrance
Sampson, his team leader, returns from destroying a bunker during squad movement-to-contact lanes at
Falcon Range 3 near Pasjane, Kosovo. Lewis and Sampson are infantryman in Co. A, 2nd Battalion, 14th
Infantry Regiment (TF 2-14).
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A baby reacts to Spc. Jorge Martinez's cold hands during a Medical Civilian Aid Program at Pasjak,
Kosovo, Dec. 3, 2001. Martinez is a combat medic in Headquarters, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regt. (TF
2-14).

Task Force watches a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter from Task
eration Mountain Relief. TF Dragon and the 10th LTF worked
ans of flour to three isolated mountain villages in eastern Albania
eration held Jan. 18-24, 2002.

)c. Bill Putnam/131st MPAD,

/ 1 Spc. Clinton Davis, a military policeman the 66th MP Co., talks with Freddie, his platoon's translator,
Natl On al Guard during a patrol of the multi-ethnic market held every Friday in Kosovska Kamenica on March 8,
2002.
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by Spc. TiffanieTribble
TFF Legal Office

Someoneoncesadthatif paliticians
filedther owntaxes wewouldhavehed
taxreformalongtimeago! Admittedly, tax
formsaresometimesdfficuittounderstand.
Bytheendof thisartide, youwill fed
comfortablewiththe1040EZ- theeesiest,
shortes mogt oftenusadforminthe Task
Force.

Toseeif youaredigibletousethe
1040EZ, determineyour filingsatus Only
twofilinggtatus aredlowedonForm
1040EZ: Sngle andMariedFling Jointly
without dependents Itisimportanttouse
thecorrectfilingstatustoensurethatyou
areusingthelowest bracket foryour
Stuetion.

Youarecanusethefilinggatus
“Sngle’ if attheend of theyear either of the
fdloningistrue

- Youweremaried

- Youarelegly ssparated,
accordingyour statelaw, under adecreeof
divorceor ssparetemaintenance

Youcanusethe* Mariedfiling
Joindy” gatLsif. ..

- Youweremariedasof Decem-
ber 31,2001, evenif youdid not livewith
your spouseat theend of theyeer.

- Your spousediedin2002and
youdidnotremarry in2001.

Thisgatuscanbeusedevenif there
isonly oneeamedincome, or if youdid not
livewithyour spousetheentireyeer. If you
fileajoint retum, itmust besignedby both
parties(or apower of attorney attached)
andany tax liahility will beajoint respons-
hility. Y oumay notamendthereiumto
changefilinggtatus

If youearned | essthan $50,000and
qudify foronedf thesefilingstatus youare
reedly totacklethe 1040EZ. Firt, com-
pletethenameand addresshlocks Usean
addressthatisstableand egsily accessble,
asitwill beused by tolRStosendyouany
typeof correspondence(checks tax
forms). Next, enter your socid security
number exactly asit gopearsonyour sodd
security card. Anincorrect sodid will delay
theprocessing of any refundamount, and
youmay dsyudify youfromreoeiving
creditforany sodd security benefits

Nowisthetimeto decidewhether
youwant tocontributetothePresidential
HectionFund, Thefundhelpspay for
presidentia dectioncampagns by de-
cressingthedependency of candidetesto
rdy onlargecontributionsformindividuels
andcorporations. Y oucanelect tocontrib-
ute$3andif filingajoint retum, socanyour
spouse Whether or not you contribute
doesnot affect theamount of tax you owe
or theamount of your refund.

Follow dongwiththe1040EZ form
asthelineby lineexplanationcontinued

Linel (Weges Sdaries, andtips)

OnLinelenterthetotd of your
wages aiesandtips Thisisusdly the
amountinBox 1 of your Form(s) W-2.
Aloaddany incomeform Schalarshipand
fellowshipgrantsthat wasnot reportedto
youonaFormW-2,

Line2(Taxeblelnterest)

Taxableinteretisany interest
incomethat waseanedfromabank,
money market cartificates areditunions,
savingshonds etc. Eachpayee(inditution)
shouldsendyouaForm 1099-INT or

Tax 101: Understanding your 1040EZ

Form1099-OID. Report dl taxableinterest
evenif youddnotreceivetheseforms The
amountsfromtheseformsmeay beavailebleto
youby cdlingtheindituionscostumer sarvice
lineor by accessing their web peges If you
eamedtax- exemptinterest, print“ TEI” and
theamounttoright of thewords"Form
1040EZ.” Donot add thisamount intoyour
taxableinterestonline2.

Line3(Unemployment Compensetion,
Qudlified Sate TuitionProgram Eamings and
AlaskaPermenent Fund Dividends)

YoushouldrecdveaForm1099-G
thetlist theamountsof any unemployment
compensationthat wesrecavedfor theyeer,
andany ddributionsfromaQuelified State
TuitionProgram. Resdentsof thegateof
Alaskamust addtheamount recaivefromthe
Pamanent Resdent Fundhere

Line4: (Adjusted GrossIncome)

Adusmentsarethetota of your
incomexfter dditionsor subtractionsfrom
other sources Adjusted grossincomeisa
number used for tax purposestofigurecredit
limitations, andisalsoused onamgjority of
Satetax forms

Line5: Canyour parents(or someone
dse) damyouonther reum?

Line5asksif youcanbedaimedasa
dependent onsomeoned ' sretum, and
givestheamountsof your stendard deduction.
'Y oucanbedamed asadependentif you
and/or your spouseareunder theageof 19
or areafull imestudent under theageof 24.

pege

of the1040EZ containsaworksheet for
figuingthisamourt.

A deductionismoney thet issuibtracted
fromyour edjusted grossincome Usingthe
form 1040EZ youareonly dlowedtotake
theSandard deduction.

Line6: (Taxeblelncome)

Subtractyour dedudtionamount
(Lineb) fromyour adjusted grassincome
(Lined). If your deductionislarger thet your
adjused grossincome, enter 0. Theresultis
theonly amount of money thet istaxed by the

Federd Govenment.

Line7: (ReteReduction Crecit)

BecausePresdent Bushreducedtax

rateshy 5percent, thel RSsent advance
paymentsof thecredit anticipated fromyour
2000retum. Thecreditismeant toreduce
yourtax. Y oucanqualify for upto’5 peroent
of your taxebleincomeuptothemadmum
areditamount. Themaximumamourt of the
creditis$300for Singletaxpayersand $600
forMaried Joindy.

Line8: Federd Income TaxWithheld

Theamount(s) withhddfromyour

incomefrom Jenuary 1t to December 31¢
of last year canbefoundinBox 2 of your W-

9.
Line9 (Eamed Income Cretiit)
EamedIncomecreditisaspedia

refundeblecredit giventopeoplewho
worked and earnedlessthan $10,710. Teke
another look et your W-2. Box 12may
containanamount annatated by aQ. Thisis
theamount of uneamedincomethet youhave
recavedfromUndeSamintheformof
benefits suchashilletingandmed cards This
amount must beaddedtoamountinBox 1of
your W-2Formtodetemineif youquaify.
Theinsrudionsfor figuringtheamount of any

Credityou cantakecanasobefound

irSQov.
Line10: Tota Creditsand payments
Addtheamountsof any creditsthet
youqudlifiedfor andtheamount of federd
taxesthat waswithheld. (Lines7-9a).

Linel®: Tax.

Usingthetax teblewhich canbefound
awwwirsgov orinlRSPublication 17,
figureouttheamount of tax thetisowedon
your taxebleincome(Line6) Enter the

efund.
Subtract theamount of tax thetisdue
(Line11) fromtheamount of peid, plus
credits(Linel0). If theresultisapositive
number, enteriton 12a Thisistheamount of
money thet wasoverpadtogovernmentand
duetoyou! If theresuitif isanegative

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Sgt. Julia Long, TFF Legal Office, right, located in Camp Bondsteel's Admin Alley, Building 1340A, discusses information pertinent to
filing a 1040EZ tax form with Pfc. Dustin Weber, 110th MI. The TFF Legal office will be preparing and electronically filing taxes until
April 15th.

number, thisistheamount tax that isowed
togovernment; enteritonline13.

Thehardest patisover!!! Youcan
decttohaveany refund direct deposited.
Direct depostisfadter thenwatingfor the
govenmenttoissueyouacheck, mail it
andthenwaitinlonglinesat thebenk just
todepasitit. All theinformationneededto
direct depasit can befound onyour check.
Theroutingnumberisa9-digitaddress
assgnedtoyou. Your account number thet
identifiesyour accountwithinthebenk can
befoundinthelower right heandsideof
your check. Besuretodoublecheck al
thenumbersentered herg, thel RSisnot
responsiblefor alogt refund duetoyou
entgingthewronginformetion.

If youowemoney, thet amount can
bepadbyd'eck money order, or crediit

Makemedﬁkor money order
payabletothe” United Sates Tressury”.
Besuretoindudethefdlowinginforma:
tion; name, address, daytimephone
number, and SSN. Alsowrite, “ 2001
Form1040EZ” inthememoffor sectionor

payment.

Donotsendcashorendlose
paymentwiththereum.

If youcannat pay dl a once, you
canrequest aningtdlment plan. However,
if your requestisgrantedyouwill be
charged codtly feesandlatepayment
pendtiesonthetax not peidby April 15th.
Youshoudonly usethismethod asalast
resort. A third designeeissomeonethet
youcandect todiscussyour reumwith
thelRSinyour absenceif any quesions
aiseduringprocessing. Smply enter ther
name, phonenumber andfivenumbers
thetthey decttosarveasther persond
identificationnumber. Enarethey are
willingtoperfomthisduty foryoubefore
younamethemasadesgnee! Findlly, Sgn
thereum. Theretumisnatvalidunlessitis
sgned. If only onespousecansignthe
retumn, theother must sendaspecia
(Pleasesee TAXES page11)
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The people, people...

G-1 section makes personnel their persona mi sson

by Staff Sgt. Michael P.McCord
Press Section NCOIC

CAMPBONDSTEEL— They work behind the
scenes. They don't walk the dark streets on patrol
duty. They don’t build thebridges or repair thecrum-
bly roads of Kosovo, or even search for illegal weap-
ons. But they know who does. Infact, the Task Force
Falcon G-1 Section knowswhere every soldier in
Task Force Falconisserving. That' spart of their job.
Thissmall section carriesalarge responsibility. Keep-

ing up with asol dier’ swhereabouts encompasses more

than meetstheeye.

“Onaroutine basiswe provide personnel and
administrative support to Task Force Falcon and the
commander of Task ForceFalcon, “ said TFF G-1,
Magj. Richard K. Bond. “Wearea so responsiblefor
personnel accounting and strength reporting.”

Unitsthroughout the TFF areaof operationsturn
intheir strength of numbersto the G-1 section. The
command group receivesthat information and makes
decisionsand projectionsbased on thosefigures.

Sgt. Alex Howell, HHC, 10th Mountain Division,
Fort Drum, isthe collection vessdl for those numbers.

“I"'mthe strength manager for Task Force
Falcon,” said Howell. “I'mtheonethat’ sresponsible
for making sure| account for everybody, asfar asthe
personnel side of the house. The strength manager
tracks personnel on theground, wherethey’ relocated
andthingslikethat. Therearealot of piecesthat go
intothat.” Howell ensuresthe personnel eventsare
reported up thechainin atimely manner.

“What | doiscollect numbers,” Howell said.
“Units, onadaily basis, turnin how many personnel
they have at each base camp, by thelowest level
possible.

For instance, an infantry battalion would giveme,
by company and any other elementsthey have at-
tached to them. | compileall thetask force’ snumbers
together and forward themto J- 1, KFORMAIN,
USAREUR, aswell asour owninterna agencies.”

Whilethe thousands of KFOR troopsare doing
their part to ensureasafe and secureenvironment in
Kosvo, G-1 aso handlesthe unpleasant, but necessary
task of casualty operations.

“Wetiein thecommand group with the outside
agencies,” said Bond. “In other words, wehavea
reporting requirement to 1st PERSCOM and Fort
Drum, so we, along with the SSB, areresponsiblefor
that piece of communicating with the unit to get the
casualty documentsand communicating with theunit to
get the seriousincident reportstogether for the Chief of
Staff — beforeit goesup the chain. Weareaso
responsiblefor processing the orders of the escort
officer, any awardsor promotionsfor deceased.
Bottomline, keeping the Chief of Staff informed, in
turn, keepsthe commander informed on thesituation.”

Thisunsung group works as ateam because
amost al of them haveworked together inthe past.

Saff Sgt. Michael P McCord/photo

Front Row (L to R): Capt. Jackie Smith, Maj. Richard Bond, Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Blas. Back Row (L to R): Spc. Jessica
Swann, Spe. Donnie Watkins, Sgt. Alex Howell, Sgt. 1st Class Keith Heater.

“Fromwhere| comefrom, (Fort Drum) | work in
theDivison G-1,” said Bond. “| worked asthe Chief
of the Personnel Operations Branch, so that experi-
ence has helped me becomethe G-1 (TFF G-1).
Wheat also hel ped uswasfive of the seven folksthat
camefrom the G-1 back at Fort Drum. Weall worked
inthe same shop. That wasabig plus. Thetwo that
havejoined theteam cameto work with usfor the
MRE (Mission Readiness Exercise- Fort Polk, La),
staff exercises, and our ownindividua trainingand al
of these events hel ped bring everyonetogether.” Bond
couldn’t pass up an opportunity to singleout each
section member.

“I think it’ sbeen agreat deployment for every-
one, and I'll just go down by name and tell why | think
that; Capt. Jackie Smith, Deputy G-1- it' sbeen agreat
deployment for her because she' scoming straight from
thecareer courseand being inthisjob will giveher a
chanceto becomemoreproficientinher GUAG
functional areas. It will mature her before shegoesinto
command and that’ swhat she/ Il do when sheleaves
here,” said Bond.

Bond and hisNCOIC, Sgt. 1st ClassAnthony
Blas, go back along way at Fort Drum. “We served
together when | wasalieutenant inthe samerifle
company back at Drum. Thisishislast deployment.

Heisretiring. That' swhat | call agreat way to go out
and end a20-year career,” hesaid.

Themanin charge of numbers counted down.

“Sergeant First ClassKeith Hester isthe Person-
nel Action Center NCOIC, and thisisanother great
opportunity for himtoo,” said Bond. “He, like SFC
Blas, isretiring, and here’ sanother with agreat way to
close out a20-year career of dedicated servicetothis
Nationandthe Army. Recently promoted Sgt. Alex
Howell, pinned on E-5 back in September. He sreally
doing two jobs here, one of themisasthe Strength
Manager, which normally is performed by alieutenant
or captain. Hehasprogressed in hisfunctional areasas
a75H. Spc. Donnie Watkins, aspeciaist performing
thejob of an E-5 or E-6, isresponsiblefor theawards
for theentiretask force. Spc. JessicaSwannisour
Evaluationsand Lettersof ReleaseNCO. Shetoois
performingin aposition that an E-6 did on thelast
rotation,” he added. Bond described the devel opmen-
tal skills Swann learned and will take back to Fort
Drumin her positionwithinthe DIVARTY PAC.

“It' sbeen agreat experiencefor everyoneandin
thetimewe' ve spent here, we' ve cometogether real
well asthe G1 Team,” Bond said.

(TAXES continued from page 10)

power of attorney for tax filing. Attach one
copy of your W-2 to your return and one copy
of any other document that was used.

TheLegal Assistance Office, Bldg 1340A,
in“Admin Alley” ispreparing and electroni-
cally filing taxes until April 15th. Y ou can have
your money back in aslittle as 2 weeks! This
leaves no excuse to let Uncle Sam hold on to
your money any longer. Clients are seen by
appointment only. Please call our appointment
line, 781-4692 and speak to the most tax-
savvy certified preparers on Bondsteel. Over
500 clients served!

Do you have a story or photo idea
for the Falcon Flier? If so, please
give us a call at 781-5200

To be, or not be taxed

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Bn.

Thatisthequestion.

Hereistheanswer. Leaveisnever taxed! Basepay
ishowever. Accrued leaveisconsdered base pay and
normally taxed when asoldier sdlisit back totheUS
Army uponETS.

“Cashedin” leaveaccrued whiledeployedtoa
qualified Combet Tax Exdusion Zone(CTZE) isconsid-
ered base pay earned while deployed andisnot taxed.
Currently, KosovoisconsderedaCTZE.

Leaveisused and sold by applying the principlesof
First In, First Out (FIFO). Asleaveisused, thedays
accruedfirst arethefirsttogo.

Situation: Soldier “A” deployed to Kosovofrom
1Nov 01to 1 Jun 02 andishonorably discharged on
1Aug02withaleavebaanceof 54 days.

Solution: 54 Days- LeaveBadanceon 1 Aug 02

Less 5Days Leaveearnedin Junand Jul 02
(Tared) _

Less 17.5 Days-L eaveaccrued during deploy-
ment (Not Taxed)

31.5Days-Leaveearned prior to the deploy-
ment (Taxed)

Answer: Thirty-9x days" cashedin” leaveare
taxed and 17.5 daysarenot.

Vistyour camp' sfinanceofficefor moreinforma-
tion.

1 April 02.p65 11
Black

@

4/4/2002, 9:36 PM

ml



Page12

©

April 3,2002

Winnersof MWR’sMarch Women’sHistory M onth essay contest announced
Camouflage Amazonsin Combat

by Sgt. Jessi Russell
HQ,ACo., 10thLTF

For many generationspast, women havelong fought
tobeindudedinthemany facetsof American society
suchasvoting and holding prestigiouspositionswithinthe
government. However, themostintriguing of al isthe
battleto alow womento serveand defend their country
with privilege, right, and honor. For me, asafemale, being
inthemilitary meensprestige, adoration, and prideinwhat
| fed isoneof themost vaiant and traditionally revered
professonsthat anyonewouldwilling givetheir lifefor.
Thered questionisnat if women canserveinany military
capacity at dl. Theissuethat weasacountry haveto
faceiswhether women should or should not bedlowedin
combet.

1 findmyself congtantly questioning thisdebateand
wherel placemysdlf inthegrand schemeof thisdilemma.
Atonetime, | perhapssampled thethought of what being
incombat would belike. But when | think back uponit, |
wasinBasic Combat Training and | wasbeing trained to
thesamestandardswith themalesto my left andtomy
right. | completed the seemingly endless 15-mileroad
marches, firedidentica wegpons, and rappelled thesame
terrifying towersjust likemy counterparts Therewasno
reason for meto believethat thingswere physicaly or
emotiondlly harder for femeles. Becauseitwasn't.

It has often been told to methat women areheld to

by Pvt. 2 Leo Betancourt
CCo, 10thLTF

| remember waking up every morning tothewarm
smell of flour tortillas. Itwasn'tbirdschirping or the
Tijuanasun’ sradian ascent. Therewasnoaarmclock
bidding metowakeand rush to responsibility. | roseto
thediligenceof my grandmother, abrown skinned,
wrinkly, heavy-set womean hard a work in her small
kitchen. Sheworeher usud red and white checkered
goron, her hair sogray it looked snowy white. Shemade
dozensof tortillasand sold them totheneighbors, mainly
tokeep herself occupied. Peoplewould comefrom other
townsto buy her tortillas. Eachmorning as| stumbled out
of bed, degp il inmy eyes shewould grest melikea
king. Spail mewith lovingwordsand comfort mewith her
eyeshecausethey showed that sheloved me. Shewould
tekethetortillafromthegriddle, add alittle butter and
cool itwith her bresth so1 could egt it with my eggsand
beens.

My grandmother wasasMexican asMexicoitsalf.
Deeprootedintraditiond family roles Thewoman had
her roleinthehome; cooking, cleaning, laundry, andgoing
totheloca market for groceries. What | most treasureof
her being however isher power to nurture. Loveand
family motivated everything shedid. Not aday would
passthat shedid not devotetimeto me. Whether it was
totakemefor awalk tothebakery or just st and tell me
Sories So gecid arethosemomentsthat | candtill
remember thearomaof the bakery approaching aswe
camewithinafew blocks. | candtill fed thegentletexture

First Place

lesser 1N
smply be-
are the
the spe-
bethefirst
admit that
dmaosun
physicaly
males.
this does
necessar-
are any
of com-
mission.

t. Jess Russell
St Jess remember

that therearesdlect femaeswhoarephysically and
mentally capableof thebruta rigorsof combat. Justthe
same, therearemany maesphysicaly incapableand
mentally unwilling of being required to do exactly thet.

| recdl when | wasinbesictrainingthehorriblepains
it took to completeevery road marchthe Drill Sergeants
presented uswith. My feet would blister and bleed every
timeand | tried every known remedy to prevent my boots
fromfillingwith blood. But | never oncefel out of aroed
march. | remember my battlebuddy marchingaongside

Reflections of a Wboman

Second Place

of her largehands
assheran them
through myhar
duringher gorytdling.
At theageof
fivel re- turnedto
theStates tobegin
school. Myunde
droveme from
Tijuenato Los
Angeles inhisred
Datsun pick-up.
Heintro- ducedme
t0 My pyt. 2 Leo Betancourt motherwho
w a s pretty much

adranger. Therewasatall, solitary pamtreein front of
my mother’ shouse. | huggeditsrough dry bark and cried
for hoursbefore| tired and went insidemy new home.
Unlikemy grandmother’ sthisplacehad afast pace.
Peoplecoming and going, work inthecity, cousins
running around, noiseand lightseverywhere. Srenswould
whine, hornshonk, and neighborswouldyell. And of
coursetherewasanew mother. A strong, light-skinned
womanwithlongjet-black hair. Morefemininefestures
thanmy grandmother’s smdler hands smdler fest, anda
daintier frame, but shehad alook of immutablewill inher
eyes Shewould need that will asasnglemomwiththree
children.

mewith shinsso swollenitlooked likeshekept baseballs
inher socks But neither of uswouldfal out no matter
how muchweknew thepainwould subsideif wesmply
stopped. | painfully remember having my thumbnail ripped
off by aM 16, trigger finger partially severedby aPLS,
and forehead spliced open by aSAW, and to thisday,
forever enduringthenickname*“ Third EyeBlind”. Itis
becauseof thisthet | fee purewesknessisnotindesling
with pain physicaly, but emotionaly. | havenever falleda
mission, nomatter how tired, how pained, and how
emotionally drained | havebeen.

| havelearned through my experiencesand thaseof
other women that asoldier will beconsistently surprised
by their own physical abilities, not necessarily because of
hardwork, but becauseof anunwillingnesstofail. The
only thing to methat mattersin combat, isnot physical
strength, itisbeing ableto depend on that person toyour
leftandtoyour right. Andif being physicaly andemotion-
dly capableof doing thisiswhat isrequired, thenthat is
theonly thing that should matter. Thesex of thesol dier to
your sidesshould not even bethought of any morethan
what you had for breskfast.

All thewhilered womeninthemilitary continueto
admirably performtheir dutiesassoldiers, serving their
country, and wonderingwhy thereissuchacommotion
over theirwillingnessto serve. All | haveever askedfor as
asoldier, and asawoman, isthechancetobesuchan
integral part of theUnited StatesArmy . ..nothing
more...nothingless

Sheworked seven daysaweek and then came
hometo cook, clean, and preparethemed sfor the
followingday. | amawestruck by thefact that shefullfilled
both parentd rolessotirdesdy. It seemed shenever hada
moment to hersalf. When shegot homefromwork she
would check thet | hed completed my schoolwork and
madesuremy clotheswere presentablefor thenext day.
Therewereasodaily remindersof thevaueof aneduca
tionaswell asteaching meright fromwrong. Her dream
wasthe American dream and shepassed it dongto her
children. Still shefound timetoloveus; without question,
without regret, or without asking anythinginreturn. Onmy
tenth birthday, pellet Szeraindropswerefaling. | remem-
ber my mom coming homefromwork drenched. Shehad
missed her bus. Her coat was permested withrainand
her face sagged fromfatigue, butin her hands, wrappedin
plastic grocery bagswasaboxed birthday cake. She
dimmed thelightsand gathered thefamily around acandle
lit cakethat looked likeit had an aura Wece ebrated my
firstdecede.

Inthisessay | celebratemy mother and grand-
mother. | celebratewomen for their strengthand love,
their determination and senseof family, their srugglesand
will toovercome. | celebratemy mother and grandmother
becauseregardlessof their burdensor theweskness of
their menthey did not succumb toaroleasdefined by
society; oneof submissivenessand weskness. They
definedtheir roleasprovidersand nurturers. They
exemplify thepower andinfluenceof womeninthe
development of dl citizensof theworld. Aboveall,
through their hardshipsthey never lost Sght of loveand

theimportanceof family.

Special tothe Falcon Flier

Since1992, theAdopt aPlatoon Program hasbeen
anadtiveand expanding program supporting deployed
oldiersof the10thMountain Division. Retired Col. Mike
Pummeristheprogram’ scregtor and current coordinator.
Cal. Aummerfdt thet theesteblishment of
programfocused a theplatoonlevel would providethe
mostindviduel contact for bothsoldiersanddvilians
Duringthepest few monthstheprogramorganized 20
ponsorsfor theSinai misson, 24 gponsorsfor thebettalion
inBosnia numeroussponsorsfor thesoldiersinUzbekistan
and Afghanistan, and 115 sponsorsfor our soldiersherein

Don’t forget to say thank you

Kosovo.

Withonly afewwesksremaininguntil the TOA forthe
3B rotation, soldiersand platoonsherehavetheresponsibility
tothank their soonsors Someof theseponsarsindude
school kids privateorganizations, businesses, churchesand
boy/gir scout groupsfromacrosstheNorth Country. These
sponsorshavesent letters, photographs, carepackeges,
homemedehoaliday decoration, books andvideostoour
deployedoldiers Wehavetheresponghbility tothenk these
sponsorsfor thar imeand effort, andif wedoit right, their
continued support.

TheAdoptaPlatoonprogram hesbesnaneffective
programfor dmost 10years, supportingthousandsof

deployed soldersfromthe10thMountanDivison. In
order todoour patinensuring thecontinuetionof this
successful program, itisuptoustothank our soonsorsso
they know they aregpprediated. Thiswill hdppavethe
way for thenext timesoldiersfrom Ft. Drumaredeployed
andtheAdopt aPlatoon programagainasksfor support
fromour North Country Neighbors

If youhavequestionsabout theprogramor how to
contact your gponsor, contact Mg. ThomesWeiszat
DSN 781-5046 or emal
ThomasWasz@bondsted 2.areur.army.mil
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Greek officer haspasson for infantry, KFOR misson

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP RIGASFERAIOS,
Kosovo— First Lt. Tasios
Nikolaos of the Greek Army’s
501st Mechanized Infantry Battal-
ion believesthereisno higher
calinginlifethan serving asan
infantry officer.

“How can | putitinto
words,” the 31-year-old, 6-foot-1
inch, near 200 pound smiling giant
said. “1 don't enjoy any other
branch better than serving in the
infantry. Thisisthe onejob that
allows me the opportunity to
interact with the people of this
country, while strengthening my
(relationship) with my soldiers.”

Fluent inthe English lan-
guage, Nikolaos said he chose
four years at the Greek officers
military academy over the manda-
tory service period that isa
requirement for males after com-
pleting high school.

“In my country, itisare-
quirement to either join the mili-
tary for eighteen months or go to
college. | chose the officer's
military academy because | knew
at ayoung age that | wanted to be
an officer.

“1 enjoy the responsibility that
comeswithit,” heexplained. “I
know that as an officer | have
soldiersthat are looking to me for
guidance. | relish that and want to
set agood example.”

A native of Thessaloniki,
Greece, whichislocated in the
country’ s central region, Nikolaos
said he didn’t know much about
Kosovo when he volunteered to
come here in September.

“I transferred into my present
unit, so that | could be here,” he
said, adding that the experiences of
working with KFOR have helped
him hone his skillsasamilitary
officer.

“Being in thisenvironment has
allowed me to work more with my
soldiers and be a better leader.

“1 have also enjoyed learning
about the KFOR mission here and
communicating with soldiers and
officersfrom the other countries.”

However Nikolaos said there
are some disadvantages of being
away from home, despiteit being
only athree-hour drive from
Ferizaj/Urosevac.

“Being away from family isjust
apart of the commitment that one
makes while serving. However,
being here makes you miss home
and everything that makesit spe-
cia.”

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo
First Lt. Tasios Nikolaos . Tay b

tradition. Aspart of the

Army’s501st Mecha-

while serving inthe

for Alpha Company of
the 501st Mechanized

township from being

Hellenic soldiersof 501st I nfantry take pridein experiences of Kosovo

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPRIGAS
FERAIOS, Kosovo—
Theland of Hellenic
people boasts a proud

KFOR peacekeeping
mission, acontingent of
soldiers from the Greek

nized Infantry Battalion
is proud to uphold it

Multinational Brigade
(East) sector.
“Thisisaproud,
new experience for us
everyday,” said 1st Lt.
KarakonisEleas, OIC

Infantry Battalion based
at apipefactory in
Ferizaj/Urosevac.

The company’s
mission isto deter the
primitive structure and
other buildingsin the

damaged.

“Weare hereto
prevent this factory and
places of religious wor-
ship from being further
damaged. During the war these
structures suffered much damage.

any civil unrest,” Eleas said from his
office during March while adding

that the KFOR objectiveis suc-
ceeding in aprovidence that bor-

We also assist UNMIK in preventing ders his country.

“| take apersonal interest in
thismission,” the 31-year-old said.

accepted the fact that
we are here and have
helped in bringing peace
to thisregion. That
make’ sabig difference.
When they see the
(positives) in peace, then
gradually everything here
will improve.”

Sgt. Elios
Kourkoya, a native of
Athens, Greeceand a
special forces soldier
assigned to AlphaCo.,
spends time on his 8-
hour shift insuring that
Kosovo remains free of
the past violence that
brought the NATO and
the UN led mission here.

“I believe communi-
cating with the residents
hereisimportant and
helps them to better
understand why itisa
must to get along with
each other,” he said.

Sgt. George
Adraktas, a 24-year-old
infantryman, noted the
experience has been
worth the disadvantage
of being away from
home.

“The weather here
can be alot harsher than
home,” he said. “ Other
than that, | have enjoyed my time
here. This has helped usto be better
as soldiers and people.”

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo

Greek soldiers man one of their vehicles at Camp Rigas Feraios. This vehicles are a frequent sight in the Ferizaj/
Urosevac area.

“Kosovo isnot far from my home,
sowe are all proud that tensions
here have calmed down dramati-
caly.

“1 think the people here have
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| nfantrymen hone warfighting skillswith livefire exercises

by Spc. Bill Putnam e P “I saw tergetsgo up, thenl saw
Staff Writer % targetsgodown,” Skinner saidduring
¥ theAAR.

“The(M-240B) destroyed thet
PASIANE, Kosovo—Bulets bunker andthat wasafantaticjob,”
flew, grenedesexploded, andlight Skinner sadtoPfc. Brandon Jackson
infantrymenyeled over thecaoophony thesqued smechineguner. His
of machinegunsandassaulitriflesas machinegunwasthesquad' smaintoo
2ndBattlion, 14th Infentry Regiment tosuppresstheenemy withinthose
(Task Force2-14, of Fort Drum, bunkers
N.Y.) conducted squiecHev lifefire Beyondleamingnewtasks the
exadss livefirehesather vauesfor thesqued,
“Don'tforget thepurposeof this sadOakley.“ Any livefirebulds
wastolean,” 1stLt. Kristopher confidenceineechather,” heex-
Skinner, aplatoon|leederinAlpha 2nd planed.
of thel4thInfantry, sdtooneaf his Asafireteam|eeder, Oekley's
uedsafter they hed completedarun jobistoleedinfantrymenintheassait.
throughthelane A bescthingfor ateam|eeder to
Thescenaiothey ran—an leamis“fireandmenewver,” orthe
assaultonthreebunkers—wasanew conognt of direct smdl-amsfiretopin
one, accordingto Sgt. Joseph Oekley, anenemy down, thenmovingto
ateamlesderinAlpha destroy thet enemy, accordingto
Oakley thought thescenariowas | Oekley. Hehasthechancetopractice
agrest onebecauseit gavethesoldiers | : : I . V). g thoselessonsduringtherange hesaid.
inthesqued practiceon severd I, A% S LTI W Soued|esdersareinchargeot
different conoepts threesoldiersoutt there, theteam
“Kespingitbescandsmplewes Spe. Bill Putnam/photo  |eedlersand theM-240B gunner. The
good. They neededtoleamtoapply Ty soldiers from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment (Task Force 2-14) run up the teamlesdersleedtherest of theguys
Sm&ﬂvetlre mfﬂmflreadasilt sides of the ravine to a fire by a support line at Falcon Range 3 near Pagjane, Kosovo. TF 2nd of the sidOekley.
plans” hesaid.“ Gettingusedtoan 14th Infantry ran a squad-level live fire lane at the range during March. Oekley andhisteam’ sojective
assaUltmedeunder smoke” wastoknock out thet first bunker.
A ety brifingby Sot. 1¢t ClassJamesRupertwes After eech scenario, heet wavescamefromtheM- “It ssmpleandgraightforward,” hesaid of hisjob.
conducted after roundswereissued. Eachwesponwas 240B machinegun, andshell casingslitteredtheground. A “I'mrelly proudof my guys” Oekley said.
checkedfor adear chamber and Rupertexplainedthet ssfetyis — short After AdionReviewwasasohdldtorevieweech “Everybody executedtheir incividual tasks souedtasks
asimportant astraning. ued spaformance the(M-240B) teeminduded,” Oekley said.
Russian officer enjoysarmy lifeand wor kingwith Americans
by Spc. Bill Putnam become aparatrooper he
Staff Writer said

" Hismother didrtwant
himtojointhemilitary atal. A
KOSOVSKA KAMENICA, Kosovo—Russian  doctor, shedreamt of him

army Mgj. Oleg Larian began hisone-year tour in followingin her footsteps.
Kosovo onan unbelievableday. Hismilitary career, “Shedreamt that |
however, dmost didn't start 14 yearsago. Luckily for would becomeasurgeon, but
him, relativesforged apatriotic spiritinhimfroman | becameasurgeon of a
ealy age. different sort,” hesaid,
Hearrivedinthistowntotakecommand of thelst  laughing.
Company, Russian 13th Tactical Group, Sept. 11, 2001, Becoming aparatrooper
unaware of theterrorist attacksintheU.S,, until some-  wasan “independent, per-
onetold him aplane crashed into the Pentagon. L ater sond choice” for him.
that evening he saw television footage of the World But that choicewas
Trade Center attack. probably influenced by a
Thisisthe 30-year old, career paratrooper’sfirst  family tradition of patriotisn
timeworking withthe Americans. It’ ssomething he that nudged him toward
admitshe never expected to seeasasoldier that en- servinginthearmed forces. —
tered the Soviet army at theend of the Cold War. Hisfather'sill hedth kept him Spe. Bill Putnamvphoto
After entering the Soviet equivaent of theUS from serving, but hisuncles Maj. Oleg Larian
Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.,onAug. 1, served inthe Soviet armed
1988, hisearly daysasasoldier were devoted to forces. placethat waspersonally very gratifying.
learning how tofight the Americans. “Nooneforced metodoit, we'll put it that “Personally it was good serving asacompany
“Back in 1988, | did not expect (fowork withthe  way,” hesaid. “Butin my family thereisasort of commander. | will awaysremember the successes of
Americans),” hesaid. spiritif patriotismthatisquitehigh. .. it saways my company.”
Threeyearsl|ater the Cold War officialy ended been presentinmy family.” For dl theaccomplishmentshehadinthearmy,
withtheend of the Soviet Union. Thenthingsreally “It' sgeneraly thought that thearmy isgood nothing isassetisfying to him ashischildren. A married

opened upinthenewly independent country of Russia.  place(inmy family),” hesaid. “Inmy family thereis  father of ayoung son and daughter, helooksforward to
Thefirst Russian cadets started to attend the US anopinionthat if amandoesn't serveinthearmed  seeing them grow up inthefutureevenif it means

Military Academy at West Point, N.Y, intheearly forcesthan hereally isn't aman completely.” missing afew milestonesintheir livesnow.

1990s. American students started to attend the Russian “Everyoneshould serve and defend their “When I left, my daughter did not know how to

academy soon afterward. Motherland,” he added. speak, now | talk to her onthetelephone,” hesaid.
“When thefirst American cadetswent to our state Thisishissecond company command. Hisfirst Hiscareer goalsarehighbut tohimthey are

military academy | beginto understand that our joint wasinaservice company of aRussianairborne manageable, andisan exampleof the Cold War ending.

servicewasapossibility,” said Larian. brigadein Ryazand, Russia, about 200 kilometers After completing the Russian equivalent of theUS
That joint servicestarted inBosnia sMultinational  southeast of Moscow. “It' safantagtic place,” he Army’ sWar Collegeat CarliseBarracks, Penn., and

Division-Northwith Russian paratroopersand American ~ said. moving up theranks, hewantsto becomeagenera in

mechanized infantrymen keeping the peacetogether in Oneof hisproudest momentshereinKosovo  theRussianairborne.

Bosnia happened threemonthsago. The13th TG helda “I will beagenerd... | think inabout eight years,”
Upon graduation from themilitary academy, Larian  sportsday and Larian’scompany won the day. hesaidwithaloud laugh. “They will send mealeter of

entered theRussian army’ seliteairborne corps. “(My company) turned out to betheabsolute  congratulationsfromthe United States!”

1t wasthe culmination of a“ childhood dream” to best,” hesaidwithagrin. “When| cameinfirst
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Climbing to Glory: You can’t do it by yourself

by Chaplain (Capt.) Lew Messinger
Task ForceDragon (Aviation)

| currently find myself inapart of the
world, and part of agreat Army task
force, that makesmethink about birds,
flight, and my mother’ shometown of
Wichita, Kan.

“Kosovo” in Serbian means“ Fidd
of Blackbirds’; so named for the battle-
field (just north of Pristina) named
Kosovo Poljeor “Kosovo Plain”, where
in 1389 agrest battle wasfought between
thearmies of the Serb Prince Lazar and
the Ottoman Turks. The Prince’ sefforts
were devastating to hisarmy but stopped
the Turkishadvance, if only for atime.
Both Lazar and the Sultan were casudlties
of thebattle. The Turkswereinitidly
repelled and did not invadetheregion
againfor another sixty years. Whenthey
did, therewas no stopping them. But this
amost-legendary battle hasbecomea
symbol of Serbian unity, strengthand
pridein an erawhen the greater Serb
kingdomwasflying high.

Albaniaiscalled the“Land of
Eagles’ uponwhich Skanderberg, less
thanfifty yearslater, took histurnat
staving off theeventua Turkish conquest
of the Balkans. Everyone new to Kosovo
will immediately recognizethat theblazon
red flag and double-headed eagleisthe
standard for Albanian prideinthisregion.

Wichita, Kansas, ishometo
McConnell Air ForceBase, Beach

Aircraft (now within
Northrop
Grumman),
CessnaAircraft
Corp. and Learjet.
Many hot, sunny
afternoons
can be spent
outside
looking up
andseeing
the stedthy B1B
Blackbird. | reminisce!
Attainment of

goa of many-an-
army (Serb, Alba-
nian, Turk,

evenif it saby-
product of battles
fought for much nobler
reasons. Recall withmethe
10th Mountain Divison (“ Climb
to Glory!”) Monument a South
Memorid Dr. and BelvedereDr. at
Fort Drum.

Therewefind castinbronzea
very strikingimageof the soldier of
yesteryear, crouching down fromthe
pinnacle, pulling up the soldier of
today. Makenomistake! The
monument does not depict the soldier
reaching thetop by standing onthe
heads of others. Themonument isnot
dedicated to self-serving individuals

who endeavor to achieve great
heightsontheir own. The
soldier’ sonly way to get tothe
topishby the hand of the One

Who Stands Above. So,

perhapsthe Hooah-statue on
/== Belvederecould really be

~ consdered aparticularly

Chrigtiandepiction. Couldit
be?

April isfast uponus
and thoseof usintheater
since 1 November
aready have our boots
(or rotorblades?)
pitched toward home.
Now isnot thetimeto
letgo! If theArmyisan
Army-of-One-of-
Anythingit'san
Army of One

Community held

together by
common goasand now
wemust do our partin
pullingthe1st 1D upto Glory.

Birdsof many kinds, and fighter
and bomber aircraft (fixed-wing and
rotary-wing) often fly informations; not
only for effect of numbers, but to
preserveorientation, direction, and
enduranceduring flight.

Atthistimeof asix-month
deployment, dangersof complacency
and over-confidence abound whenwe
giveinto thetemptation to“rest on our

laurels” Don'tfal intothevery-hooah
trgp called “go-it-aone-ism”. Birds (and
arcraft) who depart formationsare
usualy distressed and fall out dueto
illnessor injury. There'snoreasontofly
aonefor any other reason. Remember,
even the Lone Ranger had Tonto. Even
the Sx-Million-Dollar Man had Rudy.
Someof ushave put off dedingwith
issuesthat worry or anger us; perhaps
thinking that six monthsislong enoughto
makeital goaway. Don't let the pros-
pect of our homecoming giveway to fear
or despair, smply becauseyou feel
compelled to “pull yourself up by your
boot-straps.”

Let'sall beabletogo homewith our
headsheld high knowing we gave our
best to preserve peace, or at least pre-
vent hodtility, for apeoplewho were once
total strangersto us. Wewill never look
at theKosovo or Balkansnewsheadlines
thesameway ever again...honest! And,
what if there’ sany glory for usintheend?

Findly, recall thewordsof St. Paul
the ApostleinhisFirst Letter tothe
Thessal onians (4:16-18) as he speaks of
thethingsto come: “For theLord himself
will comedownfromheaven....andthe
deadin Christ will beraisedfirst. Then
wewho arediveand | eft will becaught
up together with theminthecloudsto
meettheLordintheair. And soweshall
bewiththe Lord forever.” TheLord
reachesdowntollift usup.

So, why climb when you can fly?

8am., Episcopal/Lutheran
9:30 am., Roman Catholic Mass
11am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Women'sand Single Soldiers' Bible
studies

Tuesday
7p.m., CatholicRCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

Friday
12 p.m., Muslim Prayer Service
7 p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible
Study

CBS Worship Service
Peacekeepers Chapel (North) South Chapel
Sunday Sunday

8am., Roman Catholic Mass

9:30am., Collective Protestant
11am.,LDSService
4p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Collective Protestant
Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass

Wednesday
7p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
7p.m., Bible Study

Friday
8p.m., Jewish

Saturday
11 am., Seventh Day Adventist Service
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

CMT Worship Service

Sunday
9-10:30am., General Protestant Service
11am.-1p.m., Gospel Service
1:30- 2:30 p.m., LDSWorship
7-8p.m., Catholic Mass

Monday
7 p.m., Chapel Movie Night w/ Discussion

Tuesday
7-9p.m., Gospel Worship Practice

Wednesday
6:30- 7:30 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
7:30- 9 p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
6-7p.m., General Protestant Practice
7-8p.m., General Protestant Bible Study
8-9p.m., General Protestant Worship

Friday
12-1p.m., Muslim Servicein Annex
7-830p.m.

Saturday
11am.- 12 p.m., Seventh Day Adventist
Worship

Sector Worship

Protestant
Saturday
2p.m., Debelde
4p.m., Binac Church

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 10am.
ZintinjeChurch, 11:30am.
Klokot, 2p.m.
Mogila, 3:30 p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30 p.m.
Vrbovac, 7 p.m.

Latter Day Saints
Sunday
Camp Magrath, 2 p.m.

Roman Catholic
Monday
Klokot, 2p.m.
Vrbovac, 4 p.m.
Camp Magrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities

Sunday
MovieNight- 11 p.m.

Tuesday
Bible Study, 8 p.m.

(ARTILLERY continued from page 1)

vicinity, they areusing the
Smurfs.

And what happensif you hit one
of these houses, even with a‘ Smurf’ ?

“Somebody’ sgoingtojail,” said
Barkley. “ Thereisabiginvestigation,
but your career isdefinitely ontheline.”
Of the 22 * Smurfs’ fired on that

day, none hit any homes. In short, a
successful mission and agood day’s
work.

Thelivefirewasactually part of
acertification program, according to
Gray. They arerequired to certify
with live-firemissionsevery 6
months, and they just happened to be

in Kosovo at thetime of thisparticu-
lar certification.

“1"m proud to be apart of this
unit,” headded. “I got the greatest
soldiersintheworld, because | have
paratroopers; some very motivated
soldiers. | look forward to working
withalong timeinto thefuture.”

(TEACHERS continued from page 4)

andsrveasaway of getting afootinthedoor
of thedassoomstostart buildingatrusing
rdationshipthetissoimportant between
KFORandtheditizensof Kosovo.

“I hed noideathet either oneof these
agpectsof our programwould becomeso
largeand successful, buttodatewehave
received over 2,0001bsof donations” hesad.
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Scan your lanes...

Americansand Ger mans switch weaponsduringrangetraining

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

FERIZAY
UROSEVAC, Kosovo—
Seventy-four American
soldiers braved cold, wet
weather and fired unfamiliar
weaponson March 24 at the
Falcon 1 and Falcon 2
ranges here, in an attempt to
earn the coveted
Schutzenchnur. The
Schutzenchnur isaGerman
marksmanship badge, and
oneof thefew foreign
badgesthat U.S. soldiersare
allowed to wear on their
uniforms.

Whilethe American
soldiersattempted to earn
the Schutzenchnur, 42 of
their German counterparts
attempted to earn American
rifle marksmanship badges.
Theday’seventswere
coordinated by 1st Sergeant
George Bealonis, HHC TFF,
atask that hesaid wasa
challenge.

“Beginning last October,
| tried to do coordination
with the German LNO, and
we' ve been trying to work

very well, just asgood as our
weapons.”

Sanford wasn't the only
soldier who appreciated the
German weapons.

“I liketheir weapons
systems,” said Staff Sgt.
Blake Robison, squad |eader,
B Co. 2-14 Inf. (Camp
Monteith). “Wedon't get
enough opportunitiesto cross-
trainwith our alies, and this
was agood opportunity for
us. It feltlikeatoy. It had no
kick. It'sredl lightandit's
easy to zero in on the target.
I’d recommend for other
soldiersto do thisif they got
the opportunity.”

“Basicaly we'refiring
ther rifleand their pistol,”
said Staff Sgt. Todd Russell,
squad |leader, B Co. 2-14 Inf.
(CampMonteith). “I thinkit's
going redl well. Any timewe
canwork with aforeign
military, it' sagood thing for
our soldiers. | personally like
theirrifle. | haven't fired with
apistol yet. It'slighter, it
doesn’t have any recoil, and it
almost feestoyish. | liketheir
" amsight aswell.”

- Trying out new weapons,

thisissue out, so that we
could havethe U.S. soldiers
get the opportunity to earn
their Schutzenchnur,” hesaid.
“The problem isthat with the new incoming and
outgoing, therewasalittlebit of troubleat the
beginning, but wefinally got linked up. I'm basically
the man that’ strying to run everything, and I’ ve
doneall the coordination. And then, of course, the
other unitsthat areinvolved also receive dots, like
1-30th, 10th LTF, Task Force Dragon and 504th
MPs. They give usatotal of 50 slots. I'm managing
the 50 slotsalong with their LNOs, and then they all
bring the soldiersto me, and we coordinate the
buses and then we go out and shoot.”

American soldiers fire German rifles as they attempt to earn the coveted Schutzenchnur badge.

The soldierswho participated in the event
enjoyed the opportunity to try something different.

“WEe re going for the Schutzenchnur badge,
whichisaEuropean marksmanship badge,” said
Spc. James Sanford, grenadier, B Co. 2-14 Inf.
(Camp Monteith). “You can either get abronze,
silver or gold, depending on how you shoot. It's
shooting arifleand a9mm pistol. | personally
wanted to doiit to try out the German’ sweapons. |
find it interesting. | wanted to see how they shot
compared to our weapons. | think that they shoot

" however, was not the only
Sgt JamieBrounphoto motivation for these soldiers.
They aso relished the chance
at getting the prestigious gold

“My squad leader when | was aprivate, he
had the cord and the medal for it, and | always
wanted one, so that’ swhy I’'m out heretoday,” said
Sgt. Joshua Schmidt, team |leader, B Co. 1-30,
(Camp Monteith).

And 33 American soldiersdid just that, earning
the gold medal. Twenty-four soldierswent home
with thesilver medal and 17 with the bronze.

Beal oniswas pleased with the outcome.

“I think overall both sidesdid very well,” he
said. “It' samazing to pick up aweapon that you do

German soldiers fire American pistols.

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo

not get to zero. You takeit for the sightsthat are on
it, and you try to go out there and qualify and shoot.
A lot of it on both sides of the house, it fallsback on
the basic fundamentals. If you have the basic funda-
mentalsdown, you' Il dowell whileyou' re out
there.”

Thisday wasjust the beginning, with several
other qualificationsplanned.

“We actually have three other ranges sched-
uled,” said Bealonis. “Oneisgoing to be April 3,
whichisgoing to bein MNB South and then the
other oneisMay 7, which may be adifficult oneto
attend, dueto the fact that we' redoing transition at
that time. What I’ m trying to do isbuild arapport
up, so when my counterparts get here, | can pass
the buck to them, and they can continue on.”

Today, however, Bealoniswas happy that
soldiershave gotten achanceto participateina
unique cross-cultural event.

“1 try to gear alot of theyounger soldiers, the
specialistsand below, to go get the Schutzenchnur,
because A, it lookson their uniform, and B it gives
themalittlebit of cultural experience on how the
Germans shoot,” Bealonissaid. “ And they actually
meet the Germanswhilethey’ re out there onthe
range. We' ve always had good rapport with the
Germans, soit actually givesthem adifferent per-
spective, and they also meet adifferent culture. You
can only do thisin Europe, and most of these
soldierswill never get achanceto dothisagain.”
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